ECPE becomes operational

In June 2003 ECPE (Engineering Cenire for Power Elecfronics) has beern
infroduced formally. Now the organisation becomes operational.

streripth and its leading role in key power

electronics application areas. Membership is
open Lo all European comparies including Euro-
pean subsidiaries of abroad companies (see PEE
4,03, page &), Apart from the registered associa
tiant ECPE eV, & limited company {GmbH) has
been founded, which develops research roadmaps
in cooperation with the involved industry and
university partners, priotitises research lopics
and condocts research contracts with leading
European Competence Centers - university
insitunes and research centers. The budger arizes
from 2 research fund, coming from the ECPE
partner companies Cond Temic, Epeos, [nfineon
Technalogies, MNMB-Minibea,  Semikron
International, SEW-Eurodrive. Siemens and

Thr aim of ECPE is to boost Europe's

STMicroelectronics. Thomas Hander has recently
heen appointed as General Manager of
ECPE eV as well as of FCPE GmbI1. He has
several vears of experience in different fields of
power electronics as well as in the initiation and
management of large Eurcpean and national
research projects. “Today's and future key
application aresas of power electronics include
energy generation, eneepy distribution, intelligent
use of energy and - covering all of these
energy conservation, The new association
intends to cxtend Europe's compeétitiveness
with respect to North America and Asia. ECPE
intends to manage for the first time research  Above. Thomos Herder has been
topics in an Curopean industrial consortium  eppointed os General Manager of
in the pre-competitive stage with own resources,”  Huremberg-based ECPE

Harder said.




