
6

N E W S

Once again this year Professor Rufer has

the great pleasure in welcoming you to our

annual event. Indisputably established as the

leading event of its kind, it offers unrivalled

synergy between conference and exhibition.

The increase in the number and quality of

the submitted papers is a mark of the suc-

cess of the new Best Paper and Young Engi-

neer Awards, and I am convinced that you

will enjoy and appreciate this year’s event.

In last year’s welcome address, I spoke

about the economic situation; whilst we are

now seeing recovery in many fields, the

global picture is still uncertain. Nevertheless,

there remain a considerable number of

major economic and technological chal-

lenges, which will only be met through devel-

opment and investment. For example, ener-

gy efficiency and the reliability of systems

and components are increasingly driving

development.

Two key topics this year provide power elec-

tronics developers with clear direction. The

first is the increasing focus on the develop-

ment of electric and hybrid cars. With batter-

ies being the key element of electric cars,

the Power Electronics field is faced with a

number of challenges. These include how to

increase power density and develop efficient

cooling systems, through global system effi-

ciencies and inevitably high reliability.

The second area is the generation of electric

power, from traditional to renewable sources.

As an opportunity for the world to come

together and reflect on the problem, the

Copenhagen conference was a major event,

despite its failure to reach a significant

agreement. Global warming is a real prob-

lem and will not disappear. Its indirect con-

sequences will include, I hope, some socie-

tal support for the development of public

transportation, low emission systems, and

renewable energy solutions and policies at

individual, global/public and political levels. 

In many areas of Power Electronics applica-

tion, particularly those relating to energy

supply and use, therefore, the sector is just

coming into its own. Existing companies with

new ideas, but also new companies offering

innovative products are the principal players

at our PCIM event. 
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www.pcim.de

PCIM at its Best

ECPE received from the German Federal Ministry of Economics and

Technology the award Competence Network 2010. The competition

„Strategy-making and strategic Communication“ was targeting at

more than 100 innovative and powerful Networks in Germany. ECPE

was highest awarded for the contribution „Power Electronics – Key

Technology for efficient and sustainable Energy Use“. The prize is

worth 15.000 Euros. The Parlamentary State Secretary in the Federal

Ministry of Economics, Hans-Joachim Otto, handed over the award in

the frame of the annual meeting of the initiative Competence Net-

works Germany held on March 02 in Berlin. 

We are very pleased and honoured receiving this award which will

boost our efforts to promote power electronics as key technology for

energy efficiency and sustainability. PCIM Booth 12/569

www.ecpe.org

ECPE received the Award Competence Network 2010 

Richardson Electronics supplies the HC

Power Series Ultracapacitor product family

(from Maxwell Technologies) is helping cir-

cuit designers meet growing demands for

pulse power capability and short term back-

up power in consumer electronics, recharge-

able power tools, and wireless communica-

tion systems. Maxwell's industry-leading

technology is now available in the form fac-

tors that are most suitable for a broad range

of electronic applications. The newest mem-

bers of the HC series include 5, 10, and 100

Farad cells. These join the previous HC

cells: 25, 50, and 150 Farad. All are rated at

2.7 volts. These ultracapacitor products have

a two-pin radial design, are resistant to

reverse polarity, are scalable to higher volt-

ages (via multi-cell configurations), and, like

all Maxwell Technologies BOOSTCAP®

Ultracapacitors, are capable of being

recharged at the identical rate of discharge.

For datasheet, sample delivery and design-

in support contact Richardson Electronics, 1-

800-737-6937 (North America); or find your

local (International) sales engineer at: 

PCIM Booth 12/235

www.rell.com
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